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Tengri, the great sky god, is the most important Turkish deity.

While most of the Turkish peoples’ history is polytheistic, there

have been whole centuries where Tengriism has stood as a

monotheistic religion.

 

Tengri, Kök Tengri, or Gok Tengri, is the first primordial deity, and

the creator god. We don’t know what he looks like, only that he is

all-powerful and fair. In later ideas of the god, no doubt influenced

by more modern ideologies, he is also considered the force of good,

to Erlik’s evil.

 

TENGRI



Erlik, also called Yerlik and Erlik Han, is the god of evil and the

underworld in the Turkic pantheon. He presides over death, and

has been punished by Tengri or Ulgen (depending on where you

are) for interfering with the creation of mankind.

 

Much like the Christian devil, Erlik convinced the first humans to

eat the forbidden fruit, and was sent to reside over hell for it. He

has nine daughters and nine sons, and sits on a silver throne.

 

ERLIK

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/the-changing-faces-of-satan/zk7p7nb


Legends differ a lot with Kayra Han, but the god, neither male nor

female, is undoubtedly one of the most important deities in

Tengriism. In some myths, Kayra is the father of Tengri while in

others he is his son.

 

Kayra Han resides on the 17th floor of the sky – the topmost story,

or branch when it’s depicted as a tree. He is the ruler over the air,

water and land, and flies over the earth as a pure white goose,

observing his creation

KAYRA



Ulgen is a deity often conflated with both Kayra Han and Gok

Tengri. He is the protector of humanity, and can be seen as a kind

of archangel figure. Ulgen gifted fire to humans, and protects us

from his evil brother Erlik.

 

Ulgen lives in a golden palace and is depicted as strong and long-

haired, with a white sun on either side of him. He can also throw

lightning and presides over the weather. He is the patron god of

shamans, and provides them with their knowledge. He symbolizes

goodness and abundance.

ULGEN



The son of Ulgen (or Kayra), Mergen is the god of wisdom, reason

and abundance. He is quick-witted and wise, as well as an

excellent archer. Because of his wisdom, he is considered to be

the god that banished evil from the world 

 

MERGEN



The only goddess on this list is the good-hearted Umay. She is the

Turkish goddess of fertility and virginity, protecting women,

children and mothers.

 

Umay is also the favourite wife of Gok Tengri, and together with

him provides the life force and victories of the Turkish people.

She is symbolised by the colour yellow, and is often associated

with the sun, radiating divine power.

UMAY



The god of war, Kizagan was an important deity amongst the

warlike Turkish tribes. He rides a red horse or camel, and is

depicted as a strong young man in armour.

 

KIZAGAN



Goddess of birth and children. She protects women who give

birth. She gives the children souls.

 

KUBAI



Goddess of creation. Ak Ana, is the primordial creator-

goddess of Turkic people. She is also known as the goddess

of the water.

 

AK ANA


